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us immediately by the Moral Sense, and confirmed by all
just consideration of our uue interest, must be the very
same which tht generous calm determination* [i.e. * universal
benevolence'] 'would recommend V

It follows from this parallelism that it is open to our
author to carry questions for decision into either of the two
co-ordinate courts, of public benevolence or of the Moral
Sense: and it is impossible not to notice his preference for
the former. Butler, it is well known, draws a distinction
between Justice, in the sense of treating men according to
their deserts, and regard for the public good in dealing with
them; on the ground that, m consulting for the public
good, it may be necessary to let off the guilty (for the sake
of their evidence), or to inflict suffering on the innocent:
you are not sure therefore of being led, by the rule of
public good, to treat men as they deserve, Hutcheson
replies to this effect, that, though social good may some-
times require you, in the treatment of men, to look at other
matters besides the merits or demerits of their past con-
duct, yet whenever you go by the rule of their deserts,
it is because this is required by the public good; Justice,
therefore, receives its credentials from social utility2. The
answer, it is plain, is not ultimate: what makes it useful
and ethically efficacious to tieat men as they deserve?
The universal sense of Justice m human communities, and
the inward response and approval given to all behaviour
which is rightly adjusted to character 3 and did not the
public law find support in the private conscience of the
citizens, it would have neither remedial nor controlling
power: its social utility is accredited by its equity. Take
away that equity, and there are no scales in which you can
weigh out its disciplinary pains or honours: Benevolence
itself will be bereft of its calculus, and will work out no
answer to its sum, unless by stealing it, through furtive
glances, off the slate of its quicker neighbour, Justice.
Under failure of the distinction between Benevolence and the
1 System, I xi p 222.                 2 Ibid. II. in, p 256.